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THE RAM

HE Rambler is atill on the sub-

Ject of Ripon Lodge., and you

,are told this because you will

have no other means of know-

Ing it until you have read far

down this column or the next. It i»
very 1n(por1nm that a story be fin-
Ished when it has been begun. That
ix. It acems important to the story-
teller, even though nobody else cares
& whoop. & hurrah, a picayune or any-
thing else that suggests itnelf to you
More Important Is it that the Ram-
bler correct an error thun that he
should hurry along the road to Ripon
lodge. The Rambler mukes mistakes
and when they are called to his at-
tention he makes correction. 1If no
one noticem the mistake he lots it
purx uncorrected, this being the cus-
tomary way of dealing with mistukes
Very few persons correct their own
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S0y mistakes without huving them forved

upon thelr attentlon, and even then
they are apt to innist that It was not
A mistuke and will a't up hall the
night looking for references In the
dictionary, or some other littie-used
hook, to prove that they were right.
But when the Rambler makes a mis-
tuke, and Ir found ont, he like~a to ms':
the correction cheerfully; that Is. he
likes to appesr cheerful ahout It, al-
though ¥ou must know thut a human
be'ng who makes an admission of
error cheerfully Is not common. The
'| mistake which the Rambler mnde wan
perhaps not u serioux one, and he can-
not charge himaelf with full respon-
»ihility for It. You understand that
when a4 man Is confessing & mistake
d|he tries to be as easy on himselfl as
possible and to xhiftuithe blume on
xome one elme. The | mintuke WaN
really committed by another--1 will
not say by another person—but by
‘"fone who was once-a person.
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remember © the aristocratic
ghest who, or which. the Ramb.
ler talked with In his narrative ot
'] two or three Bundays ago? She reemi
to hdve made the mistake. though
she was really not conscious of It.
Ghosts who make mistakes consclous-
ly are few. The Rambler's mistake
was In quoting her, though he quoted
her accurately. Bhe sald, discusxing »
xhort who lived in a lexs excluslve
section of the cemetery, and who |n
life had done her own housework, )
have also heard that her parents were
engaged In trade; that her father ran
a merchant mill on Rock Creek or
Cabim John or Pimmit Run: that her
grandfather was a tollgate keeper on
the Marlborough plke, and that her
great-grandfather at one time had
®omething to do with a tavern on
the Leesburg turnpike. momewhere
between DifMcult Run and SBugarland.
or It may have been between Sugar-
lan@"run and Goose creek. I have ulro
heard that her husnband was engaged
In reul estate, or journalism, or nome
such humble calling. The lady takes
the air along this pehble path at mid-
night, when the moon Is shihing, and
I positively belleve she mukes her
own shrouds—at least, they look
homemade."
'"| The mistakethe Rambler made wan in
casting a reflection on—or slurring—
persons who were In trade. It is rath:
er a common error that Is made by
aristocratic descendants whose an-
centors skinned their fellowmen so
: well as (o relieve their children and
grandchildren from the need of using
“|their hands In trade and from the
‘I necesnity of having brains for any
' |other form of enterprise.
"| The mistake which the Rambler
‘ltruly laments having made wus called
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LER WRITES MORE OF RIPON
LODGE, ONE OF THE OLD VIRGINIA ‘HOME

MEETING With an’ Aristocratic Centlc-

man in the Woods—His Discourse on the

Window of Ripon Lodge—Some Little-Known , [
Facts About Col. Blackburn. Who Cared for a !

Regiment of Colonial

Wintcr.

’ Profiteers ot Another Day—The Iton-Barred
|
!
|

knec and Inatep. Hia hair and clothes
were gray and hix form was thin, hlul
1wands ycllow, his cheek bones promi- |
wnt und his eyea’ sunken, but luxe-
rous, He walked over and rat down
ay the Rambler, and the joints of hix
honexr creaked and grated ue though
\in gears did not merh, “You nare|
rheaumatic,” sald the Rambler, “and '
4m troubled with the same affliction.” )
‘Yen," replied the gray and rusxiy man.
‘I have huunted thin damp wondland
10 many score of years. and so rarely
1o | indulge In a daylight outing that
{ really rattle an 1 walk."”

“I have haunted hixtoric places for
many years myxself, but T ngver need-
lesnly gxpose myself to the night alr."”

inswered the Itambler. “Night air”
sald the stranger, "is a weakness
with me. Sunlight Aazzles me. [e-

s«ldes, there is more good company In
"hewe woods when everybody living
around here Is In bed.

“1 never found much enjoyment in
'he company of owls, bats and whip-
poorwills,” xald the Rambler. "“We
huve better company here at night
‘han the creatures you name,” replied
he odd old man, with just u trace of
impatience.

Then he meemed 1o are womething
down the woodland path by whose
vdge we were sitting. and, rising to
his feet with a great deal of effort and

the ald of hisx cane. he took off his|.

"hrec-tornered hat, baring u hairless,
akull., He bowed to rome one the

Rambler did not x¢e and wald: *f did |
not anticipate the pleasure of meeting ;'
being not. your |

you. Sir Hugh. it
custom to stroll while the sun ahines.

Thin ix our extimable friend, the Ram- |

Ller, whome Informing pen Ix givin
Instruction to the giddy worldjings o

today In the manner< and customs of ;

our times”™ He bhowed low to Lhe
person he thought he was talking
with,

“A nut.” mald the Ramblier to himself,
stuMing his pipe full of aweepings wruip-
ped In tinfoll and labeled tobacco.

The rtrunger resumed his seat and put
ane of his yellow, bony hands on the
Rambler's knee in a friendly, confidentiaul

wuy., And this is what he =aid:
“You were wrong in quoting the spec- |

tre of Mrn. Antoinette Fontenoy Per-:
simmon Honaparte in last Sunday'sl
ramble, You quoted her words, but yuuj

misrepresented her meaning. She did

Soldiers During One;
|
!
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dergone a2 magnificent uplift. You
nNow have luws aguinst misbrunding
wdulteration and some other forma of
falsification. It ix not now belleved to
be exactly legitimate business to well
Klucose for maple syrup. or Kerosene
for pure olive oll, und to put up upple
parings and apple corex and clder
mill refuse in funcy Jars wnd sell it

for pure raspberry jam. It'Ils unethi-

ical, besldes, or becuuse, You ean't get
Aawuy with it, It may still be possible. |

however, to get a plentiful admixture
of. cotton in all-wool goods.
Mo, you made & mistake Ip quoting
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forces to be used in dafense of !hf
colony of Virginia." e .

Col.-Blackburn's name ls found a
one of the trustees of thé town
Dumfries (through which the ro-‘]
from Washington to Fredericksbur
passes), In 1776, and he was appoint.
ed a trustee for the new towns o
Newport, in 1787, and Centerville, I{
L '
Col. Blackburn died at Ripon Lodge
in 1507, an‘l was burled in the llttl(
cemetery about three hundred yam,
south of the house and on the tip

the ridge which looks down of
Neabsco creek and out upon ‘the Po,
tomac, H'm grave Is not marked

though it once was, The Americar
Reglster, in 1807, printed the follow.

Ing obltuary sketch of Col. Black
burn, written by Charles Bracker
Brown:

¢ wan one Of the Arm and unshaken
wno  fought and bled for that

e which ¥e now en
of the revulntion he 1
in faver of the rights and liberties of hi
vountry and at the buttle of Germuntown re
ced & severs and dangefona wound, D
Ished for his generos.ly, his bravery am
rence uf honor, he wan' no less eminen
for his hospitality. henevolence and charities

P
fade

t For those domestle virtues which sdom an

daignily the human cheracter he was equall)
copspicunis: an affectionate husband, an s
dulgent parent aml a humane master. He b
finishied & well spent lif: left an un

ot
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the gho#t of Mrs,, Marie Antolnette

sallled , repitation snd has re o

) moved from
speak sHURhUNRly Of persons in trade,:Jasmine Fontenoy. She was not slur- | world of trouble to the mamslowy of i, L

but_she did ot moan that persons in:TINE Dersuns who work, but only those | #°d elernal .""'.

trade were inferior to us—the old plan-
tation aristocrats—just becaure they,
worked. That la not the point. We,
aristocrats worked in supervising our)
plantations just as your rxecutives work'
in the offices of their milla and factories, |
though 1 belleve we held learming and
the practice of the mocial amenities ln!
higher regard than they do, and we|
did not allow a mere clock to regu-
late our lives. Our prejudice against |
persons In trade arose not from the |
fact that they worked, but from the,
fuct that there were 80 many scamps !
in busineas that it wax not safe and!
proper to be on too Intimate terms
with them. By that anclent word
‘scamps’ | meun men who would mis-
represent the character of the goods,
they sold, who would reprement thlll
they werk relling goods below whut
they cost them, wherean they were

making an extraordinary profit, and'

who try to makea fat living by work-
Ing otners, In your next ‘ramble’ 1
hope you will make the proper. cor-
rection. We read your ‘rambles’ agd
we conaider your photographs ¢
tombstones the livellest and most
a0lhentic thut are published,

"l must pow bid you adieu because
night i1s coming op and | have an ap-
pointment to attend what promise to
be very diverting revels of some kin-
dred spirits at Mount Moriah, which.
as you know, ia an abandoned and
almost forgotten cemetery about' &
mile further down In the weoods. Oh,
yes, It Is & private cemetery! In my
time It was not considered the proper
caper to be put to rest in a publle
cemetery.” : ?

And as the queer old man arose, his
kands looked borfler and his coat
svemed to hang very loose and his
long hose -eaTed Lo have only leg

“
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!Sou'rut-mx'r of’ the Fouss and

: the hill on which it stands o
,8ees today the gray stone foundativ
"of a ruined barn. . In ‘the foundat'c
wall rre two small, iron-barred win
dows. In the lower t_t?ry of that ol

barn there w ?'le‘ of confinemen
for men. Most of the old plantation.
of any considersble size were litta
setilements or. principalities and the)
nearly all had a “lock-up” of en:
kind or another, 'These prnen o8 m.
In handy very ‘often .for confining
slaves as “punishment, for  holding
slaves who had run gway snd been
recaptured. and for,.confining thai
class of white servant, called the
“indentured .man,” whoswas held (v
service for a term of .yeains Blaved
Indentured men and-even apprentice.
often ran away (rom those to whon
they were bound, «;Many ,of them
Iumt peuple, feeblo-minued, . simp::
wandered off without 4hought of run
ning away: Comingidnio asirangt
waeutibuahunddy’ Ly waled - Dy ques

ed, and If their!nmewers . were ®o
satis{aoforyisn il Probably be as-
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! you on and we are listening for the

necesaily of having brains fur uny
other form of enterprise
The mistake which the HRambler
truly laments having made wus culled

they mold, who would represent that
they werd nelllng goods below what
they cowt them, whereun they were

I

And us the queer old man arose, his
ands Jooked boffler and his coat
acemed to heng very loose and his

muking un extrnordinary profit, and 'long hose seemed to have only leg
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“Indentured man.,"” whoswas
service for a term of .Yy Blaved.
Indentured men and sven apprentice.
often ren away (rops those lo whem
they wera bound, - Many  of them-
ple, forble-minued, . simp:»
off without 4howght of run”
ning away; OCom/mgndnto a slrangl’
wvvesttbusbucal, Tiwy il " Du QuesLpn
wd, and If their /amewers were wo”
satid{acory s did Probably be as-
sumell IARES [ ey Wore runawa The
lock-up v’
which these strangé¥ could be kepl
until the owner of the slave or Lhe-
mester of the Indentured servant of'
apprentice could be wn‘. and could
come or send to “prove his property
and pay costs” s - =
There I8 nothing edfecially signin-;
cant, therefore, in finding cell win-
dows In the stone walls of & barn on*
an old piantation Ig ‘the Potomac,
country, Une of - the astorles abou.
the firon-barred - windows In the
rulned barn at Ripon Lodge la that”
it was u prison for revolationary.
soldiers. Certaln facts und probubil-:
tles fit that story. If a regiment of
Continental troops was guartered oif
the Itipon lodege planiation one win-
ter it Is quite Hlulﬁ that some of the,
men had to be confined In that lock-’
up. No doubt many of them gol
drunk, and very likely some of thosc*
who got drunk became #o unfuly that'
It was conusidered ‘best to let them

cool off in the lock-up, P aps some
of those ancestral soldie of ours
would now and then "help" them-'

selvea to somo of the treamures z
the smokehouse or u:‘ tobacco house™
and would be put hind the ‘bare”
which you see In the picture, With a"
reximent of troo even though they:
were Continental troops, quartered ow
a farm all winter, these is no doul”
that the lock-up room in the old~
barn had & pumber of patriol tenante
A mhort way from the ruined barn
is a little gray house. That wam the'
lantation distillery, when Ripop
odge was owned by the Blackburn''
and also when, some time In the 403"
It became the' home-of ‘the Atkinsoa=

' . - . .
to his notice In a way which some
peraons may think unusual. He was
walking lhrurlh a bit of din wood-
land, because/ln a lonesome place like
this, one not only gets away from
crowds of people. bul from those
signs which tell that things we used
to buy for a dollar have been re-
duced to four dollars, and the things
that used to cost a quarter. have had
their price cut down to a dollar, It
in also m good ;:»Iu;u\- 10 gel away from
those writers and speakers on politi-
cal economy who tell us how prices
have buasted wnd how much more we
can buy with vur salary sthan we
could slx months ago, ' when beefsteak

und renta were high. It is really
worth going .into the woods to get
away from this.

The Rambler »sat down on thel

ground, rested his back agalost a pine |
tree and began to smoke, and to letl
the ants crawl over him, and to enjoy
the other beauties of nature. Not far
Away wus & man who waa half lean-
ing against & tree and half supporting
himself with a thick atick having a
gold head, though the gold seemed
dull and tarnished. I had not- seen
him there when the Rambler nat
down to rest and smoke and had not
heard him come up. This neemed &
little strange, but there are so many
strange things in the world, In mo-
clety and In Congrean that one more
muatlers not.
, % 8 & &
strunger wus looking ut

,—lq}n.; the
¥ Nambler Intently and kindly,

He
wore A cocked hatl, long coatl, knee
bhreeches, long hoke und low shqes,

There wan a glint of buckle at hw

cue that you'rc here. 1've brought
cue. An for my part of i, | feel
Just an much at home as If I'd bheen
.p,n“lu-ﬂ guardian to a trick ele-
phant! with the sleep-walking habit,
All the same, I'm going to otand by
you, and If anything like you've got
on your mind Is lnln"hn, e pulled
nly,

off you'll be on hand, Inex, it
may take m little time™

And Inex, sitting on the edgxe of
a ragging cot bed, with a pleased,
simple expression fluttering acrons
hers big pink-and-white face, nudn

solemn and satiafied.

“Oh, yes n!" saym whe

Khe had been In New York nearly
two hours and no (ull, dark hero in
a mhiny limousine had clulniod her
an yet, But! she'mn & patient noul,
Ines. And then, she han her gum,

iem Lhe +

(Copy rlght, 1921, by ch\’-ll Ford.)

who In other wa

cleve one.
uI' CAN remergber that when | was a
yourlg man—romething near 300
years ago—we had a great war,
Pricen rose to extraordinary helghts.
They went up beyond precedent, and
money lenders advanced the rates for
loans ' secured by collateral in the
holding of which the lendera took no
risk—that Is, If the government was
to endure. These gentiemen (alked &
great deal about thesuw of supply and
demand, They suid, ‘the Immutable
law of supply and demand.” Yet, we
old plantation amristocrals knew that
since history began It had been neces-
sary to make laws agalnst men who
would artifically or artfully limit sup-
ply and then charge higher prices
because the supply was not cqual to
the demand. The Nomans made laws
againat men who would buy up great
amounts of food, hold t, create an
artifcinl shortage and then exact high
prices,

“Wheg we complalned that brices
were tou high the trudesmen would
crosn thelr heéarts that they were
muking no profit, und that Lecaunse of
the high frelght rates on salling ves-
wels, und canal boats and Conestoga
wugons they could not sell thelr goods
al & lower price, HBesldew, they mald,
the ‘hands’ making the goods were

being paild such high wages that thoy
were actually buying milk shirts und
euting cholce cuts of beof. The gentle-
men of trade and commerce sald thoy
were Lhreatened with poverty, and
might have to give up their villa at
Newport or thelr shooting lodge In
the Adirondacks, or thelr winter home
on Lake Worth or, Bay Hiscayne, or
nell one of thelr numerous cars, or

¥a rought to de:

I

let go mome of thelr entourage of but-;of

lern, footmen or chuuffeurs, or muke
aome other unheard-of retrenchmentn,
It was becaune of such practices that
we old plantation aristocrats rather
looked down on trade and commerce.
We dld not look down on these gen-
tlemen bhecuung they worked, hut he-
caune they ‘wolrked’ un. OFf courae, ull
this was In the long ago. and
litile Interest to prople who live to-
day, besides business morals huve un-

In of [ mitten to mettle the accounts of mil-

hones In them. He Jooked at the Ram-
bler, smiled—or grinned—and- was
gone. » 4
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NOW. as the NMambler was saying

about Nipon l.odge. Une of the
Interesting thingx about this pluce In
that a regiment of Continental troops
wan quartered here one winter, It
has been written of Col. Thomun
Blackburn, who_  Inherited the, farm
from hix father, Richard Blackburn.
the Immigrant, that “he was a man
of lurge estate and quartered & regi-
‘ment of Continental troops on his
place all winter, clothod, fed and sent
them back to the army in the spring
without cost to ‘the. colonies” |t
would be Interesting to know the
designation of that regiment and the
winter when . Jt was gquartered at
Ripon Lodge, but there is no doubt
that Col. Bliackburn performed this
service to his country., One geta a
number of glimpses of this man In
Virginia annuis. In 1771 he was ap-
pointed by Virginia one of the cwn-
minpioners for disposing of tobucco
dumaged In public warehousesn and for
granting rellef to tobucco owners for
such damuge. On December 9, 1774,
he wan clected & member of the com-

mittee of safety feor Prince Willium
county, In pursuance of resolutions

of the (ontinentul Congress, This
committee resolved that “it Is the
opinion of this committes that no

persons or pernon whatsoever In this
county ought to make ure of Kant
Indin tea until American grievanoces
are redresned and that all public balls
und entertuinmenta be diacounte-
nanced In thls county from this time
un conirary to the sentiments of the
Continental Congresa.”,

Col. Bluckburn wag a member of
thut committee whi was ment to
thank Capt. Patrick Henry “for ex-
torting 330 pounds steriing from the

recelver general for the powder
which Lord Dunmore removed from
Willlamshurg.” He w electedy by

Prince Willlam counly as, & member
the Virginia convention of 1775,
With Itichard Lea, Hoenry Lee., Fran-
cln PPeyton and Joslah Claphom he
wan one of the commission “to ex-
amine, state and mettle the mccounts
of pay. provieiona, armas, ete,. fur-
rishied for the milltia of certaln cojin.
tien In Virginia, The anrombly In 1776
appointed him a member of the com-

Itia “lately employed ainst the In.
diur and to  prov for ralsing,

family. The distiHery * bullding (s
protty well preserved-for ita age, buf’

now (o be a - little wabb In~
that littie old bullding millions of the-

applen, peaches, cherries and grapes off
Ripon Lodge were turnmed into bramnyt
and wine. - Lk -

The Pious Settlers.

Tl-nc early settiers in Mar§land were!
usually a plous-minded and to a-

large extent, a plous-spoken people.,
The namea of the rivers, bays, creeks:
und headlands along the Polomac riv.~-
er on the Maryland side give test|+'
mony of this. The Cathellic pligrims-
Impresscd upon mcores of the main
features of the county names which*
had a sacred Import. To begin, thero"
are Bt. Marys ocoumly, the Bt. Marys:
river and the City of Bt, Mary. ey
Of the city no vestige remains, but'
its site has been accurately deter-"
mined and a beautiful monument has -
been erected there, besides, the foun-'
dation of the first capital has been
outlined with granite' markers. Then,
thers Is 8t Inigoes, . which is the-
name of a clvil subdivision of the
county of Bt. Mavys, of & sattlement, .
of a creek and of a church, 1t s the.
place of one of the very early mi
sions of Maryland. Qeorgea la-*
land ang BtL. Georges tredk, and Bt.
Jerome point om Bt Jerome creck,
are among the landmarks, and the-
watermarks of the Potomaa river.
Acrons the Bt. Marys river®from the
site of the old City .of Bt. Marys
is Pagan point. That was an Indian'’
settlement, A you come up the.
river and leave behind tha places al-
ready named, you pass Arsons
oreck, though most . lkely  this Httle
waterway bearssits name because &

family named Parson or Parsons liv-
od along Its course.” It is ‘Just a
“branch” or a litte *“drook™ and
branches in. Maryland were rmrllly
named mfter persons who' liveq on
them or through whowe' land they ran, '
Bt. Clements bay I8 familiar to ail

truvelers up and down th tomae -
river, but Bt. Patricks, creek, flow- ,
Ing Into the Pytomae¢, 18 not so wall.

known. Thera I8 the fisland of St
Margaret In the mouth. of the Wi.,
comico river, where thit wide stream’
Inn Lhe Potomae., Nurb( Rre Bl.-
atherines Isjand and Bt, Catheriney .
und. ['roteatani point I8 one of the,.
headlands on Brelona bay. At tha.
Junction of the I'ort Tobacta creck
and the I'otomme, river is Chapel,
point, and there Is § oreek called Bi,,.
Leonurds, whidh, flowp into the Pa<n
tuxent. Priests bridge. ia one of the

zntu orossing Plares af the h-.J
u hl-i5
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